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PITCH THIS! Competitors lan Harnarine, Halima Ouardiri, 
and Short Film Program Recipient Spencer Maybee Among the 19 Projects Supported 


Toronto, November 5, 2012 - Patricia Rozema's adaptation of Paper Bag Princess, the classic, best-selling novel from Robert Munsch, was among the 19 projects 
recently supported by Astral's Harold Greenberg Fund's (Fund) Script Development Program. 


Among the selections were a number of projects from leading emerging filmmakers, including PITCH THIS! winner lan Harnarine, who is adapting his award- 
winning short, Doubles With Slight Pepper, to a feature film. PITCH THIS! competitor Halima Ouardiri also received support for BODY, based on her real life 
experience as a Saudi princess’ bodyguard. Spencer Maybee also received funding to adapt Little Pig, supported by the Short Film Program, into a feature titled 
First Comes Love. 


“With 119 applications, this was a highly competitive round,” says John Galway, the Fund's English-Language Program President. “Our diverse portfolio of 
supported projects includes high-level commercial films from some of the biggest names in the industry and exciting, cutting-edge projects from Canada's top 
emerging talent.” 


Paper Bag Princess is Robert Munsch's beloved, best-selling children's story of a bold (and paper bag-clad) princess who sets off on an epic quest to save her 
fiancé and outsmart a dragon. Writing the feature film adaptation, which they hope will become “this generation's Princess Bride” is Emmy-Award winner 
Patricia Rozema (Mansfield Park). Producing the project is Michael Hirsh of Cookie Jar Entertainment. While it was supported in Polish and Packaging, a director 
is yet to be attached. 


In addition to winning Best Canadian Short at the Toronto International Film Festival® and the Genie Award for Best Live Action Short, physicist turned 
filmmaker lan Harnarine (Doubles With Slight Pepper) was recently featured in the New York Times and Filmmaker Magazine. In addition to our support for his 
feature-length adaptation, he also recently received $10,000 in development funding through Telefilm Canada's PITCH THIS! Doubles With Slight Pepper begins 
and ends in rural Trinidad, where Dhani struggles to support himself and his mother by selling doubles (Trinidad's quintessential street food). When his estranged 
father returns from Canada unexpectedly, Dhani must decide if he will help save his father's life despite their strained relationship. 


Bringing us into the fascinating world of Middle Eastern royalty is JUTRA winner and PITCH THIS! competitor Halima Ouardiri (Mokhtar). BODY, based on her own 
experiences, is the story of a young woman who enters a world of intrigue when she is hired as the bodyguard for a visiting Saudi princess. This Swiss 
coproduction, produced by Mila Aung-Thwin of EyeSteelFilm has received support from SODEC. 


First Comes Love is the story of Adam, an unpolished and self-conscious 13 year-old hoping to discover the mysteries of the opposite sex and learn a thing or 
two about becoming a man in his last summer before high school. It is the feature-length version of Little Pig (in post-production), supported by the Fund and 
The Movie Network's Short Film Program. Spencer Maybee (Man vs. Minivan) is writing the project, with the support of executive producer Jean-Marc Vallée 
(C.R.A.Z.Y) and producers Tara Woodbury (The Colony) and Paul Barkin (Amreeka). The project, at first to second draft, also received support through Canada 
Council. 


Projects approved this quarter include: 


SCRIPT DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM 





Treatment to First Draft 


BODY 

EyeSteelFilm Inc. 

Producer: Mila Aung-Thwin 
Screenwriter: Halima Ouardiri 


Doubles With Slight Pepper 
lan Harnarine 

Producer: lan Harnarine 
Screenwriter: lan Harnarine 


Earthly Justice 

Media-Max Inc. 

Producer: Karine Martin 
Screenwriter: Avrum Jacobson 


Far to Go 

House of Film Inc. 

Producer: Bill House 

Screenwriters: Hannah Moscovitch and Rosa Laborde 


Never Shoot a Stampede Queen 
Middle Child Films Inc. 
Producer: Tony Wosk 
Screenwriter: Mark Leiren-Young 


Remedy 

Screen Siren Pictures Inc. 
Producer: Trish Dolman 
Screenwriter: lan Iqbal Rashid 


The Mistress of Nothing 
Markham Street Films Inc. 


Producers: Judy Holm and Michael McNamara 
Screenwriter: Elke Town 


First to Second Draft 
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1936 

Sienna Films Inc. 

Producers: Jennifer Kawaja and Julia Sereny 
Screenwriter: Denise Blinn 


Ben and Jerry 

Park Ex Pictures Inc. 

Producer: Kevin Tierney 

Screenwriters: Fred Ewaniuck and Ron Wenzek 


Death of a Ladies Man 

Corey Marr Productions Inc. 
Producer: Corey Marr 
Screenwriter: Matthew Bissonnette 


First Comes Love 

Uno Bravo Inc. 

Producers: Tara Woodbury and Paul Barkin 
Screenwriter: Spencer Maybee 


Red Show 

Marie Clements 

Producer: Elizabeth Yake 
Screenwriter: Marie Clements 


Southpaw 

Mutual Street Productions 

Producers: Tommy Lioutas and Daniel Iron 
Screenwriters: John Reardon and Jesse Moss 


Second to Final Draft 


Big Muddy 

Angel Entertainment Corp. 

Producers: Bob Crowe, Wally Start, Coral Aiken and Jefferson Moneo 
Screenwriter: Jefferson Moneo 


Milton's Secret 

Hulo Films Inc. 

Producers: Barnet Bain, Stephen Huszar and Ryan Lockwood 
Screenwriter: Donald Martin 


What You Need 

Picture Plant Inc. 
Producer: Terry Greenlaw 
Screenwriter: Sherry White 


Polish and Packaging 


Cold Blooded Snakes 

Darius Films Inc. 

Producer: Nicholas D. Tabarrok 

Screenwriters: Stephen Kunc and Jonathan Sobol 
Director: Jonathan Sobol 


Paper Bag Princess 

Cookie Jar Entertainment 
Producer: Michael Hirsh 
Screenwriter: Patricia Rozema 
Director: TBD 


The Relationship Experiment 

Devonshire Productions Inc. 

Producers: Paula Devonshire and Mark Musselman 
Screenwriter: Elyse Friedman 

Director: Jeremiah Chechik 


The Script Development Program was created to assist in the development of quality Canadian feature film scripts. The program receives a yearly contribution 
of $1.3 million from Astral's The Movie Network. The script development applications are reviewed each quarter by the English-Language Committee of Astral's 
Harold Greenberg Fund, which includes Suzette Couture, Damon D'Oliveira, Melanie Friesen, John Galway, Bryn Matthews, Jane Tattersall and Kevin Wright. 


Astral's Harold Greenberg Fund is a member of the Astral family. Founded in 1961, Astral (TSX: ACM.A ACM.B) is one of Canada's largest media companies. It 
operates several of the country's most popular pay and specialty television, radio, out-of-home advertising and digital media properties. Astral plays a central 
role in community life across the country by offering diverse, rich and vibrant programming that meets the tastes and needs of consumers and advertisers. To 
learn more about Astral, visit astral.com. 
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